THE TRAGEDT OF RAMS AT MACDONALD
the same task for this country in the world crisis as the
Fascist dictatorships were doing for Germany and Italy.
General Ternperley, one of the chief British representatives
at Geneva for ten years and head of the War Office Delegation,
tells of the part played by the e National' Government in
discrediting the League, He has told how the Government
rejected the moderate proposals of Briining and thus helped
to create the conditions that led to the rise of Hitler. He tells
how Britain rejected the American proposals for disarmament
while Mussolini accepted them,, and tliat if it had not been
for the ' National * Government, acting through Sir John
Simon, Japan would have been stopped in her Manchurian
adventure. On 22 April 1932, when MacDonald was at
Geneva, what General Tempcrley describes as a golden
opportunity was missed of getting an agreement between
France and Germany which would have meant peace in
Western Europe for a generation.
The progress of civilization in the twentieth century has
been slowly and steadily in the direction of freedom and
democracy. If we follow the Continental custom and divide
the political world into Right and Left, it is obvious that the
trend of public opinion is definitely towards the Left. The
extension of the franchise has given political power to the
working classes. Hence we find more and more leaders drawn
from the working class. To-day the map of Europe is dotted
with working-class leaders. Indeed, it would be difficult to
find in Europe a notable President, Premier, or statesman
who has not come from artisan or peasant stock. Their poverty
was not a hindrance to their rise ; it was an incentive,
The world is going Left. Already Russia, France, Norway,
Sweden, and Denmark have Governments of the Left, Spain
is at this moment being invaded by Italian and German
forces, with the more or less indirect connivance of the British
c National' Government, to encompass the overthrow of a
Government of the Left, Australia and Canada have also
Governments that incline in this direction. The Governments
of New Zealand and Mexico are Socialist, while the political
alignment of the United States under President Roosevelt has
been as much to the Left as a sabotaging Supreme Court
would allow. In short> there are few countries in Europe
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